THB first edition of this book was published in 1959. It contained 357 pages and cost £2 7s 6d. The second edition came out in 1963, contained 371 pages and cost £3 5s Od. The present edition, the third, has 524 pages and costs £6 6s Od.
The doubling, almost, of the size and cost of this edition is not due to excessive addition of the written work. Instead, it is caused by the inclusion of diagrams, drawings, photographs and X-rays. These are arranged in ingenious ways, so that a new teaching method has been devised. Many problems are simplified and clarified by this method, and there will be innumerable students for higher degrees who will be grateful for this volume. It is one of the best books in Orthopaedics to be published. The chapters on the management of major accidents, including the care of the severely injured patient, and on fractures of the spine and of the pelvis are excellent. The author has the inborn intuition of the great teacher to see the complexities of a subject and to reduce them to simplicities. This book should be available to all interested in the care of the injured; to students aspiring to highef degrees and to .orthopaedic surgeons.
The author deserves the highest praise and the publishers have done justice to his work by producing a book of the highest standards.
R As specialised techniques in the divisions of clinical pathology, nuclear medicine, diagnostic radiology, lung function investigations and electro-encephalography and electromyography multiply and become more elaborate, it is increasingly necessary that those who order these tests, and those who prepare the patient, should appreciate the limitations, possible hazards and the information which may be obtained, and also the consequences of incorrect preparation of the patient. To supply this is the somewhat ambitious aim of this book. Much information is contained within it and the specialists who contribute from the different disciplines do their best within the limitations of a short handbook. Some of the newer techniques received more detailed consideration than well established methods, and it is perhaps thought that the registrar or other reader will be more in need of information on these subjects. Nevertheless a discussion of a page and a half on the use of short-lived tracer isotopes for the study of exchangeable potassium and sodium seems out of proportion to the ten or twelve lines on histological examination of operation specimens, and the three lines on cervical and vaginal smears, and to the absence of any reference to needle biopsies of organs.
